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Zach was selected with pick 26 in the 
2013 National Draft. A highly rated 
junior, Merrett wasted no time making 
an impact at the Bombers becoming 
the 41st captain of the club in 2023.

NATIONALITY

Australian

DATE OF BIRTH

10/3/95

TEAMS

Cobden
Melbourne Grammar
Sandringham Dragons
Essendon

CAPABILITIES

Clinics
Ambassador
Social Media
PR Campaign
Appearances

INTERESTS

Health & Nutrition
Lifestyle
Leadership
Family
Business
Animals
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BIO

Zach grew up in Cobden, Victoria before boarding at Melbourne 
Grammar School on a cricket scholarship.As a junior, Zach played 
for Cobden Football Club and as a kid supported the Western 
Bulldogs. After a promising junior cricket career, he decided to 
focused on his footy and was soon selected into the Vic County 
team, where he impressed many. Prior to getting drafted, he was 
noticed for his ball winning ability in the TAC Cup and was a 
consistent contributor for the Sandringham Dragons.

 

 

 

In 2013, he was drafted to the Essendon Football Club with their 
second selection (pick number 26) and made his debut in the 
opening round of the 2014 AFL season again North Melbourne. In 
just his third season, Zach’s leadership qualities were noticed and 
he was promoted to the Essendon Leadership Group ahead of 
the 2016 season. In 2017 Zach was named Vice-Captain of the 
Bombers and finished the season with his first selection in the All-
Australian side and third selection in the 22 Under 22 Team. 
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In 2018, Zach played his 100th game after barely missing a game 
since his debut. In 2021, Merrett collected 725 possessions over 
the season, the most ever recorded by a Bomber’s player in one 
year. In his 10th season since being drafted, Zach became the 
Captain of the Essendon Football Club. The classy midfielder will 
be one of the key players and leaders at Essendon for many years 
to come, as he looks to add to his already illustrious career.

Away from the field Zach loves American sports and has an 
interest and passion for business and fitness. Supporting this, 
Zach is a franchise owner of three BFT gyms which are based on 
the philosophy that everyday people can train with the same 
principles as elite athletes. He also loves spending time with his 
dog is Maya and when time permits, he heads back home to see 
his family. He is serious, hard-working, honest and humble with a 
passion for leadership and travel. Zach is an ambassador for 
Adidas and an advocate for Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Australia; a 
disease close to his heart after his mum was diagnosed with MS 
over 30 years ago.

SOCIAL MEDIA MARKERS

40K+
INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS

6.69%
ENGAGEMENT

7.5K+
TWITTER FOLLOWERS



CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

2023 Captain of the Essendon Football Club
2017, 2021 All-Australian
2019 Crichton Medal
2017 International Rules Series
2017 Bill Hutchison Community Award
2016 - 2018 AFLPA 22under22 team
2016 Crichton Medal
2016 Best Defensive Player
2016 John Kilby Best Clubman
2015 Lindsay Griffiths Rising Star

TESTIMONIALS

“Zach has been a long-standing Ambassador for 
the Nike brand – and with his best football ahead 
of him – we didn’t hesitate to recently renew his 
endorsement deal. His football ability speaks for 
itself and he is a leading candidate to be the next 
Essendon captain. He has been a pleasure to 
work with, is well respected within Nike and has 
continues to represent our Brand with 
distinction. We have seen the progression of 
Zach - both professionally and personally - and 
Nike are proud to have Zach onboard and look 
forward to continuing to grow together.”
DAMIAN EVERETTS, SPORTS MARKETING MANAGER, NIKE PACIFIC
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To request more information about 
Zach Merrett, please contact us.
talent@tlaworldwide.com

TLA Australia

Head Office – Melbourne
Level 3,
510 Church St,
Cremorne
VIC 3121

TGI Sport (Europe)

Floor 1
6 Henrietta St,
Covent Garden, London
WC2E 8PT
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